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A v1810nary effort to preserve lafid”

By MARTY KLEIN
On June 23, I attended a real estate

closing at the Registry of Deeds. Clos-

ings or {ransfers of property take place
every day, but this one was special. Not
only because it involved more than one
person transferring property to anoth-
er, but because it will serve to benefit
the community of Easthampton and
beyond.

And, perhaps, someday inspire oth-
ers as an example of what can be ac-
complished when people come together
for common purposes, even in difficult
economic times.

Briefly, here’s. the story: In the fall
of 2007, a developer approached the

| Ciak and Papalagis families, owners

of 15 acres of land along East Street

' in Easthampton, on the slopes of Mt.

Tom, with an offer to purchase of

- $350,000. In December, because the

land was in the state’s Chapter 61 pro-
gram, the owners were required to of-

. fer the land to the city by “right of first

refusal.”

Given the preseﬂteconomie circum-
stances, the city did not have the funds
to meet the offer, despite the fact that
this land was considered a priority for

~ protection, given its location. The city,

in turn, approached the Pascommuck
Conservation Trust (PCT), Easthamp-
ton’s land trust, in the hope that we

This is the first instance ofa
funding project that combines
open space protection with -

affordable housing.

might be able to take it on. Given our
limited resources as a small nonprofit
organization, it was gimply beyond our
capacity, despite our belief that this
land was important to protect.

So, we turned to the Valley Land
Fund, a regional land trust, with more
resources, and asked whether they'd
be willing to take out a $300,000 loan

if we contributed $506,000 and agreed’
"o pay the interest costs. It took some
. convincing to reassure them that this

risk was worth taking and finally their
board agreed. In early January, they
purchased the property. Next, we be-
gan discussions with the state Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation

“ to see whether they had an interest in
" acquiring the land and adding it to their

existing holdings on Mt. Tom.

We also discussed the possibility,
with Jim Sullivan of the Easthampton
Housing Partnership, of splitting off a
one-acre building lot with frontage on
East Street that could be used to pro-
vide a site for affordable housing. Jim
enthusiastically embraced the idea
Concurrently, we prepared to bring

our proposal to the Easthampton Com-

munity Preservation Act Committee
(CPC) to seek partial funding for the
preservation of the land and for the
purchase of the affordable housing lot.
In late spring, we were notified that
the state would pay $200,000 for the 14
acres of open space and not long after,
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the CPC approved our funding request,
for $150,000.

In June, following unanimous ap-
provals by the City’s Finance Com-
mittee and the City Council and final
approvals from the state, we arrived at
a successtul conelusion to a six-month-
long process that required both faith
and a common vision from all those
involved,

The end result — 14 acres ml] be
added to the Mt Tom Reservation,
with the possibility of new public ac-
cess from East Street in the future, and
nex{ year Easthampton will oversee
construction of two units of affordable
housing, its first such project. Itisalso
noteworthy that in the history of the
Community Preservation Act in Mas-
sachusetts, this is the first instance of
a funding project that combines open
space protection with affordable hous-
ing. -
As a participant and coordinator of
this project, I'd like to thank the follow-
ing for their dedication, patience and
vision: the board of the Pascommuck
Conservation Trust, Jennifer Howard
and Jennifer Sopor from Massachu-
setts Department of Conservation
and Recreation, conservation consul-
tant Terry Blunt, Jim Sullivan and the
Easthampton Housing Partnership,
attorney Dick Evans, the Valley Land
Fund’s board and its president, John
Body, and the various Easthampton
municipal officials and board members
who contributed their time and exper-
tise to this effort.

Marty Klein, of Easthampton, is a
member of the Pascommuck Conser-
vation Trust.
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Scores ﬁelp celebrate Easthampton farm’s preservation

By LAURIE LOISEL
Staff Writer

EASTHAMPTON — The col- |

laborative effort to make sure
the farm in the name Echodale
Farm means something thrills
Mayor Michael Tautznik.
Tautznik was among a half
dozen state and local officials
on hand Sunday to celebrate
the preservation of the 165-acre
" Echodale Farm, which officials
say is the largest farm in the
city.
“Celebratory is a good way to
putit,” Tautznik said of the Sun-
day event, where in addition to
addresses from state officials,
Echodale’s new owners, Gail
Flood and Rodney Britt, spoke
to the crowd. Horse-drawn car-
riages ferried visitors around
the property. About 70 people
turned out for the festivities.

“Itwas a celebration of our ae-
complishments,” said Tautznik.

Tautznik said he is happy to
see more land saved for farming
in the city.

“The preservation of Park
Hill for agricultural purposes
has been identified in master
planning documents for years,
and we've been working on it for

,” he said.

He noted that Echodale is the
third large piece of farmland on
Park Hill to be preserved. The
mayor gave credit largely to the
successful collaboration among
local, state and federal govern-
ments, nonprofit organizations
and private citizens.

“It's always exciting to have
a successful outcome,” he said.
“Not only is there a permanent
protection on what is the larg-
est single farm in the city, but it
is also a coming together of the
community”

Spearheading the project over
a campaign that spanned more
than two years were the Trust
for Public Land and the Pas-
commuck Conservation Trust.

The effort cost about $2.85
million. Funding came from a va-
riety of sources, including East-
hampton, the state’s Depart-
ment of Agricultural Resources
and Division of Conservation
Services and many individual
donors. The campaign made
direct appeals to the public for
support.

In the end, the project placed
140 acres under an Agricultural
Preservation Restriction, known
as APR, and the city purchased
an additional 24 acres of the site,
which is also under permanent

protection.

In 2006, the Trust for Public
Land bought the 165-acre farm
to protect it from residential de-
velopment as it and other enti-
ties worked to find a way to pre-
serve it forever as a farm.

Britt and Flood bought the
farm this year, and plan to oper-
ate it as a family-run enterprise
with livestock, beekeeping, veg-
etable- and flower-growing op-
erations.

They plan to offer a retail out-
let for vegetables and flowers

grown on the property.

“We are excited to begin our |

involvement with the Easthamp-

ton farming community,” said |
Britt in a prepared statement. |

Officials say that in addition to
preserving the farm, the project
protects habitat for threatened
and endangered plants and ani-
mals along Bassett Brook.

The Trust for Public Land is
a national nonprofit created in
1972; Pascommuck Conserva-
tion Trust, formed in 1982, is
based in Easthampton, with the
goal of preserving land in East-
hampton,

GORDON DANIELS



Spring unfurls along Old Pmmck trail

n an early April day, I take

a late afternoon walk along

the Manhan River on our
0ld Pascommuck/Florence E.
Smith trail (directions below).
Like many of Pascommuck Con-
servation Trust’s properties, this
is an underappreciated and beau-
tiful place to experience nature, a
few minutes from your home.

NEWSLETTER

Report from Pascommuck
Conservation Trust

We're fortunate in Easthamp-
ton to have a fascinating type of
habitat - the floodplain forest,
which has become increasingly
scarce in many parts of the coun-
try. Much of the Manhan River
flowing through the city, empty-
ing into the Connecticut River
Oxbow, is flanked by this feature.

What makes it so special? The
forest and the various plants
that thrive here must be able to
survive being periodically flooded
(with no oxygen in the soil) when
water levels rise as they do dur-
ing spring floods.

Trees such as the sycamore,
silver maple, cottonwood, willow,
box elder and a few others have
sueccessfully adapted to such
stresses. So have ostrich, cin-
namon and other ferns, horse-
tails, red osier dogwoods, poison
ivy and several other plants that
colonize the forest floor.

This forest buffers and filters
the floodwaters. In its absence,
the floods would extend out much
further into the landscape. Flood-
plain forests also serve as habitat
and travel corridors for a variety
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A salamander enjoys the moist spring woods.

of wildlife species.

A tufted titmouse announces
its presence, repeating the mat-
ing call that returned to its throat
a few short weeks ago. I see deer,
coyote and raccoon and beaver
tracks in the mud amid the dead
leaves. Red silver maple flow-
ers are just beginning to open
overhead in contrast to the bare
branches they grace. There’s a
small spider in front of me, trying
to span distant branches with a

- silken line. A pair of resplendent

wood ducks swims upstream,
sensing my presence. Maybe
they’re interested in the nesting
box we installed here recently.
Our trail is easy to follow. It's
mostly high and dry, paralleling
the river. I like to walk off the trail
sometimes, to get closer to the

Trees withstand a seasonal flood near the Manhan River.

water, see the less seen. This
time of year, and late fall through
winter, are the best times to do
that, as the poison ivy hasn’'t
leafed out yet.

Influenced by the spring flood
levels on the Connecticut, the
Manhan has now spread out, so
it’s more like a big lake, gently
flowing into the surroundmg
lands.

Water, water everywhere! I
stand at its edge. The ground
here is littered with dead leaves
and the remains of last year’s
plants, in addition to all manner
of flotsam and jetsam deposited
by the receding waters. I can
hear Interstate 91 off to my right.

Once the trees leaf out, they’ll act

as a muffler against this intru-
sion. Noise and water filters.

MARTY KLEIN

1 walk over to an impressive
(10-foot circumference?) syca-
more at the edge of the water.

At its base is a large hole, a
weleome refuge for raccoons and
others. In the mud nearby, I see
tracks where a beaver has exited
the water. I continue on and

see several trees at and above
the floodplain that have been
partially chewed by the beavers.
They favor black birches here.
Perhaps it’s the wintergreen-fla-
vored sap that attracts them.

This place is serene and sub-

lime. There are no spectacular
views, but it’s a wonderful op-

| portunity to experience one of na-

ture’s cycles firsthand. I liken this
time of year to the first trimester
of a pregnancy. Much is happen-
ing, growing, moving ... unseen
for now. Very soon, all this will
change and spring, in all its glory,
will burst forth on the landscape.
In another couple of weeks, the
ferns’ fiddleheads will emerge
with the rest of the greenery and
this largely grey and brown scene
will be transformed.

I urge you to visit.

To get to the trail, park on East
Street by the Old Pascommuck
signs and follow the trail down,
under the bridge spanning the
bike path. Or, from the bike path,
park your bike at our rack where
there’s a sign for our trail. Visit
our Web site if you'd like a trail
map.

Coming events

May 3: Spring plant sale, Big
E’s parking lot, 8 a.m.

May 17: Trail maintenance at
0ld Pascommuck and Hannum
Brook areas

May 25: Spring nature walk
at Ed Dwyer Conservation Area,
time TBD.

All events are open to the
public. For more information, call
529-9594.

This column was written by
Marty Klein, a member of the
board of directors for the Pas-
commuck Conservation Trust.
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‘Grant
to assessS
holdings

Land trust finds
$10K ‘really useful’

" ByMATT PILON (|4 [ 7%
Staff Writer

EASTHAMPTON — A local land
trust received an infusion of cash
this month in the form of a $10,000
grant that wilt help local environ-
mentalists take better care of the
trust’s property and increase its
membership base.

The Pascommuck Conservation

Trust, which owns 16 properties

totaling approximately 200 acres
in the city, received the grant from
the Massachusetts Land Trust
Coalition, an association of 100 lo-
cal trusts in the state.

Pascommuck Trust member
Marty Klein said Wednesday that
he and his volunteer colleagues
are excited about the grant.

“It’s going to be really useful for
us,” he said.

Klein said that for some time,
the trust has wanted an environ-
mental professional to perform
ecological assessments of its
properties. ‘

The end result would be maps
identifying certain species of
plants and wildlife, whether na-
tive or invasive, as well as special

features such as vernal peols and |

potential problems like illegal
dumping or vandalism.

it

Klein estimated that the trust
could pay for assessments on
three to six of its properties using
the money.

The goal, Klein said, is'to in-
creage public access to, and use of,
thepropertiesaswellastobecer—
tain what the properties contain.

. “Inorder to steward them prop-
erly we really néed to know what
we have there,” he said.

Although some of trust mem-
bers have backgrounds in envi-
ronmental studies, a professional
is needed so that the already
stretched-thin membership can.
stay focused on its regular duties,
Klein said, which include property
maintenance and staying abreast
of potential properties to pursue.

Kleih said that the money would
also be used to try to increase the
membership of the trust, which
is currentiy hovering around 200,
through madlings and outreach
events.

“I’s kind of stuck around that
number for the past few years,” he
said. “Given the interest in protect-
ing important open space, it seems
we should be able to double that”

Land Trust Coalition Director
Bernie McHugh said that the ap-
proximately $150,000 in grants
awarded this month are aimed
at improving stewardship and in-
creasing stability and growth of
local land trusts from Worcester
County to Berkshire County.

The program is a first for the
coalition, he said.

“] think it really shows the pow-
er of what grassroots groups can
do if you give them a little lever-
age,” he said.

McHugh said that the funding
came from a private source that
wanted to remain anonymous.

“It was very nice of them,” he
said. “They’re intensely interest-
ed in land conservation in West-
ern Mass.”

Matt Pilon can be reached at
mpilon@gazettenet.com.
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Plants by the truckload

Annual sale aids land conservation

By MATT PILON
Staff Writer

EASTHAMPTON — Saturday,
amid the hubub of local shoppers

and the annual downtown clean-
up, members of the Pascommuck
Conservation Trust set up shop
bright and early on Union Street
to sell plants, shrubs and orna-
mental grasses.

The proceeds of the annual
sale, held under a red tent in the
Big E’s Supermarket parking lot,
go fo the trust’s land protection
efforts around Easthampton.

Trust Vice President Sue Walz,
a 10-year member, said that she
always enjoys the sale because
members are able to interact
with the public.

"Generally when people are
buying plants, they’re happy”
Walz said. “It’s a good community
event.”

And it’s a fitting benefit for a
nonprofit whose members have
fought for 26 years to preserve
190 acres of land in the city.

Many of the plants sold Sat-
urday were donated by individu-
als and gardening groups, Walz
said. The group prepares sev-
eral truckloads of plants weeks
in advance at “potting parties.” It
also takes donated plants on the
morning of the sale.

She would not disclose how
much was raised Saturday, but
said hundreds of plants were sold ‘
and only one truck load of plants
remained at the end of the day.
The trust adopts leftover plants i AR
and tries to sell them the follow- _ o - KEVIN GUTIING
ing year, Walz added. Sefia von Stange of Southampton visits the Pascommuck

Mait Pilon can be reached at  Conservation Trust plant sale Saturday with her twin daughters,
mpilon@gazettenet.com. Lucy, left, and Phebe, 2%,




en the Pascommuck

Conservation Trust

hired wildlife biologist
Molly Hale last year to conduct
surveys of our conservation
lands, we asked her to think cre-
atively about opportunities for
ir:lpmving their wildlife habitat
value.

NEWSLETTER

Report from the Pascommuck
Conservation Trust

Among Hale’s many ideas,
one that we are particularly
excited about is the concept of
improving habitat for butter-
flies at the White Brook Plains
Conservation Area. Due to its
configuration, prior land use,
and neighborhood context,
this property has posed some
management challenges for the
Trust; Molly’s idea presents an
excellent approach to enhancing
wildlife habitat in a way that is
compatible with the ecological
and social constraints on this
parcel of land, as well as work-
ing with its natural assets.

Flowers for butterflies

This oddly-shaped property
— consisting of scraps of land
reserved from subdivision
— breaks most of the rules of
conservation planning, which
dictate that reserves should be
essentially circular or square
to minimize disturbance in
the interior of the parcel. To
compound the conservation
challenges, the meadow-domi-
nated property gives more the
impression of an extension of
neighboring lawns than a pro-
tected open space.

Many species of wildlife na-
tive to New England, including
birds and mammals, occur most
reliably in interior-dominated
areas, insulated from human
activities beyond the perimeter.
This requirement cannot be
readily satisfied at the White
Brook Plains Conservation
Area. However, some species,
including most insects, don’t
particularly need large inte-
rior areas to satisfy their lives’
requirements. These species
do just fine in small patches of
habitat, and can occur in hu-
man-dominated areas.

From a butterfly’s perspec-
tive, if an area has adequate
host and nectar plants, chances
are the area will meet its needs.
Also, butterflies aren’t contro-
versial. Their presence won't

o Syl ﬂﬂ%‘/&
Sand plains and swallowtail

Conservation group enhancmg butterfly habitat

have any unwanted impactson  in unde

neighbors, and managing for
them essentially means leaving
the land much as it is while add-
ing a greater variety of flowering
plants, which in themselves
would be an improvement over
the existing conditions. Finally,
there is evidence to suggest
that this humble parcel may

be capable of providing habitat
for a number of butterflies that
are unusual or imperiled in our
area.

PCT has a few management
goals relating to the enhance-
ment of butterfly habitat at
White Brook Plains. First, we
want to provide host or nectar
plants for a variety of relatively
common butterfly species al-
ready found to be present on the
property, including spring azure,
American lady, Eastern tiger
swallowtail, and monarch.

We envision meeting this goal
through supplemental planting
of wildflowers such as New Eng-
land aster, butterflyweed, bee
balm, and Joe-Pye weed. Sec-
ond, we believe that élements
of the landscape are potentially
favorable for several rare and
uncommon species, 50 we want
to provide host or nectar plants
for these, too. Frosted elfin,
wild indigo duskywing, and oak
hairstreak, for examples, are not
known to occur on the property,
but perhaps if we establish the
right conditions, they or related
species will find the area and
take up residence.

Sandy soils

Our hope for attracting rare
butterflies to the White Brook
Plains property rests on the
geological setting of the area,
and the habitat the land likely
supported before European set-
tlement. Based on the sandiness
of soils in the Plains section of
Easthampton, its flat terrain,
and the occurrence of pitch pine

of the c.lty may have once hosf
a similar forest as you’ll find on
the Montague sand plains. This
forest type, a pitch pine/scrub
oak barren, is the habitat for
numerous rare butterflies and
moths where it occurs in Mas-
sachusetts (mainly in the Con-
necticut River Valley and the
southeast portion of the state).
Given the dry, mineral soils of
the White Brook Plains site, it
is an ideal location to attempt to
reconstruct part of this uncom-
mon forest type.

We envision adding species
such as lowbush blueberry, wild
indigo, New Jersey tea, and wild
lupine to the driest portions of
the property. These species will
provide interesting and attrac-
tive color and structure to this
area, and, with luck, will draw
in some unusual butterflies and
moths — some of which have
few remaining habitats available
to them in the state.

Volunteers sought

While we have a good idea
of what we want to accomplish
with our butterfly-friendly
plantings at White Brook Plains,
we are still working out details
and discussing the best way to
implement our vision. However
we proceed, we think this will
be a project that our volunteers
and neighbors around the site
can adopt, with support from
the directors. If you want to
participate in this project in any
way, from creating a part of a
planting plan, to donating plant
material or labor, please contact
Molly Goodwin, our volunteer
coordinator, at goodmol@hot-
mail.com or 529-1805.

This column was written
by Tom Lautzenheiser, a PCT
trust member and the central/
western regional scientist for
the Massachusetts Audubon
Society.
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Easthampton eyes Park H]]l Road land for garden space

By MATT PILON
Staif Writer
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Something new in the garde
Mieke Bomann and Jeff Meckling of Florence browse the selection of flora available at the Pascommuck
Conservation Trust's annual spring plant sale in the parking lot of Big E's Foodland in Easthampton recently,

They settled on a globe thistle,
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First Person

‘One more time’

By Margot Cleary

egular visitors to the Easthampton Savings
Bank's main affice likely knew the face,
even if they didn't know the name.

For years a white-haired woman could fre-
quently be found sitting in a folding chair outside
the bank's side door, a collection can in hand.
Sometimes she was asking
for donations for the Pas-
commuck Conservation
Trust. Sometimes for Dol-
lars for Scholars, Some-
times for the Manhan Rail
Trail. Stella Wiernasz had
a lot of causes.

Last Thursday her chair

time. She had died the pre-
vious Saturday, May 1, at
the age of 91. Her family
thought her empty chair
would be a fitting memao-
rial, and a way of telling
people that she was gone.
A cardboard sign propped
on the chair had a large
photo of her, the dates of
her birth and death, and
the words *Thank you for
your support” A couple of
collection cans tied to the
chair were labeled “One more time.”

35
£
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STELLA WAS, SIMPLY put, a character, and
I'd long wanted to write about her in Hampshire
Life. She'd always turned me down, politely. But
in 2002 I ran into her — at the bank, of course
— shortly after I'd done a story about a young
woman who was raising her brothers after the
untimely death of their mother, Stella told me
she'd been moved by Danielle Timothy's difficult
situation, and had sent her a few dollars, Then she
added this: Maybe I could write about her afier
all. Her B5th birthday was coming up the next
year, and she was planning a party. Instead of
giving her presents, she wis hoping guests would
donate to one of her causes. She figured a well-
timed story might boost the take.

In our interviews Stella was frank, forthcoming

In memory of Stella Wiernasz

and full of stories about a life that had had a con-
siderable number of rough patches, Other people
Linterviewed for the story spoke admiringly of all
the good work she did for Easthampton, but also
noted that you just couldn't say no to Stella; she
wouldn't let you. *When Stella’s trying to raise
funds for a cause she is very determined” is how
Mayor Michael Tautznik diplomatically put it.

THIS WEEK Tom
Brown, the senior vice
president at Easthampton
Savings, described Stella
as “pleasantly convine-
ing." Then he chuckled.

She would read an
article in the paper about
some group in need,
Brown recalled, and soon
he'd hear from her: Would
it be all right if she set
up her chair? She would
always ask his permission,
always address him as
Mr, Brown, and always
send him a thank-you note
afterward.

“If she were here today
she'd be out there col-
lecting for Easthampton's
225th,” he added. Stella’s
last session outside the bank was back in Novem-
ber, before she became too ill to venture out.

Her obituary was the old-school kind, just the
facts, She was an old-school person, too — beau-
tiful handwriting, beautiful manners — and her
final notice was dignified. Only at the end did a
touch of whimsy creep in,

There was to be a memorial service at her
church, and afterward, a gathering at the com-
munity center — a Stellabration, according to the
obituary.

It would be a celebration of her life.

And, of course, a chance for people to donate to
Stella’s favorite causes, one more time.J

Margot Cleary can be reached at MCleary@
gazettenet.com. To find the 2003 Hampshire Life
profile of Stella Wiernasz visit this story at www,

gazettenet.com.
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