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EASTHAMPTON - A fully accessible nature trail at the Brickyard Brook Conservation Area could soon
become a reality if the Passacommuck Conservation Trust meets its fundraising goals.

Members of the trust are scheduled to appear before the city's Community Preservation Act committee
Thursday seeking $185,000 for the Mutter Field Accessible Trail project. The entire project is estimated
at around $253,000; Passcommuck last June won a $47,000 state recreational trails grant; the group has
launched a capital campaign to fund the balance.

The 1,800-foot loop through a six-acre meadow would be accessed via ramp from a small parking area off
East Street. An accessible picnic area would offer stunning views of Mount Tom that aren't currently
available to the public, according to application materials.

The universally-accessible trail would provide a tranquil place in nature for the entire community to
enjoy, said executive director Marty Klein. Anticipated users include the elderly, wounded veterans,
people with wheelchairs, and members of the general public.

A similar trail was constructed last year by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Hadley.

As part of the plan, the East Green Street entrance to the 18-acre Brickyard Brook area would be
improved as well. An extensive repair of a culvert and stream crossing in that area is currently underway.
The entire trail project could be completed within the 2015 calendar year.

The Brickyard Brook Conservation Area features open fields, towering red oaks and white pines,
meandering streams, and hiking trails. The streams converge to form Brickyard Brook, which eventually
flows into the Lower Mill Pond near Pleasant and Ferry streets. The area is contiguous with Mountain
View Farm, a protected spread of farmland, and located a short walk or bike ride from the city's
downtown.

The state's Community Preservation Act, adopted by Easthampton in 2001, lets cities and towns fund
open space, housing, historic preservation and recreation projects through a three percent property tax
surcharge. The application cycle is year-round; funding decisions are made by a nine-member local
committee.

The Pascommuck Trust, founded in 1982 and run by volunteers, maintains eight conservation areas in and
around Easthampton that are free and open to the public.

The CPA committee meets Jan. 15 at 6:30 p.m. at the city's 50 Payson Ave. municipal building. Thursday
night it will also consider a request from Easthampton Parks & Recreation for funding for a new soccer
field at Nonotuck Park.
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EASTHAMPTON -- The Passcommuck Conservation Trust recently asked
Easthampton mayoral candidates Joy Winnie and Nicole LaChapelle for
their views on environmental issues.

In responding to the land trust's questionnaire, each candidate said
they value the city's natural beauty and would work to protect the
environment.

Easthampton has "remained resilient and adapted to the changing times
while protecting our open space and water supply for future
generations," wrote Winnie, who noted that grew up on her grandfather's
farm at 157 Holyoke St., where she still resides.

LaChapelle said she hiked and played on Mount Tom as a child in Holyoke,
and now lives near the mountain as a homeowner in Easthampton. "Mt. Tom
is my hometown mountain, and when I see it, I see home," wrote LaChapelle.

Winnie's answers tended to be short, while LaChapelle's responses
were more discursive.

Asked to identify Massachusetts' and Easthampton's most pressing
conservation issues, Winnie identified water protection. "We must
protect our aquifer and our farm lands," she wrote.

LaChapelle said Massachusetts' biggest issues are "air and water, water
and air," and wrote about rising sea levels, threats to public funding
under President Donald Trump, and problems with Gov. Charlie Baker's
Department of Conservation and Recreation, saying the state agency has
used poor judgment "over and over again" while real priorities languish.

As for Easthampton's most pressing conservation issue, LaChapelle
asserted there is growing interest in properties "once deemed too
complicated and expensive to develop," and said "local, regional, state,
and national agencies" must be pulled in with developers "to make sure
these properties are developed with urgent diligence" because they
"border fragile land and water under protection now and/or connect to
land in conservation.™

As for the use of city funds to buy, maintain, or preserve existing

conservation land, neither gave any guarantees. Municipal budgets "are
always a challenge,” said LaChapelle, a sentiment echoed by Winnie.

"Each parcel should be assessed depending on its importance to our
aquifer, agriculture, biodiversity and history," wrote Winnie. "I
believe this must be addressed on a case-by-case basis," wrote LaChapelle.



"Again, I am committed to preserving our rich history in agriculture and
protecting our natural resources, especially our water," said Winnie.

Difference emerged with a question about "working with landowners, land
trusts, and state agencies" to preserve land on Mount Tom, much of which
is protected by the state, but some of which remains in private hands
and unprotected.

"Because my family owns some of the property to which you refer, I will
legally and ethically recuse myself from this particular question,"”
wrote Winnie. "However, as a city councilor I have always supported the
efforts to protect our agricultural and open space lands."

LaChapelle said preserving the mountain would be a priority.

"A better protected Easthampton side of Mt. Tom is the best billboard
for the city -- showing the high value we place on our history,
environment, and city culture," LaChapelle wrote.

Each said they would support city funding for a staff position to
enforce wetlands directives from the Conservation Commission. Winnie
displayed knowledge that Easthampton recently entered into a municipal
hiring agreement with Southampton for a shared conservation agent to do
just that.

"A regional approach in this situation is a perfect match as Southampton
shares our aquifer,"” Winnie wrote, saying she expects the agent will
equitably enforce laws and regulations.

LaChapelle said she favors a conservation agent, and that the city
"would benefit from having a dedicated person to support all our
environmental efforts.”

Winnie, who has been a Precinct 3 city councilor for 21 years, said she
has voted to use Community Preservation Act monies to preserve
conservation land and protect water resources. She said she enjoys
gardening, and that her family likes to go camping, fishing, and hunting.

LaChapelle, who served on the Zoning Board of Appeals for nine years,
noted that she has been endorsed by the Environmental League of
Massachusetts, said her family likes to walk on the bike trail with
their rescue dogs, and said she enjoys gardening.

"Few things are more humbling than cultivating, sharing and eating food
you grow for yourself and others," LaChapelle wrote.

Marty Klein, a longtime member of the Passcommuck Trust board of
directors, said the organization won't endorse a candidate, but wanted
to learn more about their conservation views.

Klein said he hopes whoever is mayor will follow recommendations put
forth in the city's master plan and open space plan. He said the plans
identified certain parcels as high priorities for preservation.



"We're not against development,” Klein said. "But there are certain
properties that should be preserved for future generations.”

The Passcommuck Trust stewards nearly 200 acres of land in Easthampton
within more than a dozen conservation areas.

Winnie is a longtime city councilor and transportation manager for the
Northampton public schools. LaChapelle is a local lawyer and former
administrator of the Center for School Crisis Intervention and
Assessment, a school for students with special needs.

The two are competing for the mayor's seat now held by Karen Cadieux,
who is not running for a third two-year term. The election is set for
Nov. 7.

/Mary Serreze can be reached at mserreze@gmail.com/
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